Best of China

Explore a mystical land of ancient traditions, historical sites, spectacular
scenery, delightful cuisine and rare wildlife.

~ 15 Day Tour ~
17th - 31st October, 2018
“Friends to travel with....”
O’Shannessy’s Sorrento Travel Pty Ltd T/A:

2121 Point Nepean Road, Rye Vic 3941
www.oshannessys.com.au
Email: enquiries@oshannessys.com.au

Toll Free: 1800 354 352

Bookings are only confirmed with payment of deposit.
Price per person Twin Share
$ 10,985
Repeat Clientele Twin Share
$ 10,785
Upgrades available on request, subject to availability
Tour Departs: Wednesday 17th October, 2018
Tour Returns: Wednesday 31st October, 2018
Deposit: $2,000 per person upon booking
Balance due on invoice approximately 100 days prior to departure
Tour Price Includes:
 Pick up from and return to your home - Greater Melbourne, Bendigo, Ballarat,
Geelong, the Bellarine and Mornington Peninsulas, Phillip Island and some areas of
Gippsland.
 QANTAS Economy Flights: Pre and post tour including transfers and taxes. Also
includes internal economy flights, with LOCAL Airlines.
 Quality ensuite hotel accommodation including pre and post tour.
 Maximum participants on tour 30.
 Tour Escorted from Melbourne by an O’Shannessy Representative. Also a dedicated
China APT Tour Director.
 Quality air-conditioned touring coach.
 Yangtze River Cruise - 4 nights - Private Balcony Suites.
 Complimentary beer and wine with lunch and dinner aboard your cruise.
 All gratuities and sundries for Driver & Guide, venues and porterage at
accommodation whilst travelling with the group.
 All tours and interest venues as per itinerary.
 Meals: 13 breakfasts, 11 lunches, 9 dinners. (3 lunches and 4 Dinners at own expense
as per itinerary)
Tour cost does not include:
 Items of a personal nature and any optional extras.
 Travel Insurance.
 A valid national passport is needed for all holidays.
 Please check visa requirements with your local consulate; responsibility for obtaining
visas rests with the traveller.
Cancellation Policy
For all holiday packages in this brochure,
the following APT cancellation fees apply:
Days of Notice: Fee Per Person

100 days or more Loss of deposit

99-61 days 50% of holiday package price

60 days or less 100% of holiday package price
For full cancellation policy please refer to APT China and Japan brochure 2018
TRAVEL INSURANCE IS NOT COMPULSORY HOWEVER COMPREHENSIVE TRAVEL
INSURANCE IS REQUIRED BY APT TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS TOUR AND A COPY NEEDS
TO BE PROVIDED TO OUR OFFICE. THEREFORE IT IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED AND IS
AVAILABLE FROM OUR OFFICE.
O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours reserve the right to vary any accommodation,
price or other features of the tour at any time at their own discretion.

Your Tour Includes:
Signature Experiences
1.

Indulge in a private lunch at the Great Wall of China (Day 4)

2.

Board a traditional vessel for a cruise around the Summer Palace in Beijing (Day 5)

All-inclusive sightseeing in up to six destinations
1.

Beijing

2.

Three Gorges Dam

3.

Shennong Stream

4.

Chongqing

5.

Xi’an

6.

Shanghai

APT's Freedom of Choice Inclusions in five destinations
1.

Beijing - Freedom of Choice Sightseeing

2.

Xi’an - Freedom of Choice Sightseeing

3.

Xi’an - Freedom of Choice Dining

4.

Shanghai - Freedom of Choice Sightseeing

5.

Shanghai - Freedom of Choice Dining



Beijing



Tiananmen Square



Forbidden City



Peking Duck Banquet



Great Wall of China



Peking Opera or Kung Fu Show



Summer Palace



Yangtze River Cruise - 4 nights
on board the Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer



Three Gorges - Xiling Gorge, Wu Gorge and Qutang Gorge



Three Gorges Dam



Traditional Long Boat cruise



Chijia Mountain and Baiyan Mountain



Fengdu - “Ghost City” or ‘Relocation Tour’



Chongqing Zoo to see the Giant Pandas



Xi’an - local touring - Clay Factory



Terracotta Warriors and Horses - Qin Shi Huang Mausoleum



Shanghai - local tour - ride the high-speed Maglev Train



Local silk factory



Acrobatic show



Cruise on Huangpu River and tour



Yu Gardens or Jinxi River Excursion

Day 1: Wednesday 17th October, 2018
Depart Melbourne
After personal pick up from home, we
transfer to Melbourne International Airport to
connect with our Qantas flight late morning
going via Sydney to Beijing. On our arrival
this evening we are transferred to our city
hotel.
OVERNIGHT: Regent Hotel, BEIJING

Day 2: Thursday 18th October, 2018
Arrive Beijing
After our late arrival last night we have a chance for a sleep in this
morning. The day is ours at leisure to explore or relax. Later this
evening, we get to know our APT Tour Director during a Welcome
Reception.
OVERNIGHT: Regent Hotel, BEIJING

Day 3: Friday 19th October, 2018
Beijing

BLD

Our sightseeing begins today with a tour of
Tiananmen Square. Enlarged to four times
its original size in the 1950s, Tiananmen is
the world’s largest city square. After the tour,
we head to the World Heritage listed
Forbidden City, the largest surviving palace
complex on earth.
Located within the
Imperial City of Beijing, the Forbidden City
was home to 24 Chinese emperors between
1420 and 1924. The entrance to the city was
once at the sole discretion of the emperor,
but today visitors are able to access this

extraordinarily preserved site. We enjoy time
this afternoon at leisure, and this evening
indulge in an authentic Peking Duck Banquet
served with all the traditional accompaniments.
The origins of this world-famous dish date back
to the Imperial era, when a variation was
created for the Emperor of China in the Yuan
Dynasty. Traditionally known as Shaoyazi,
there is even a mention of this dish in the ancient 1330 text.
OVERNIGHT: Regent Hotel, BEIJING

Day 4: Saturday 20th October, 2018
Beijing, Great Wall of China

BL

Today, we set out for the Great Wall of China, which winds its way from
the Yellow Sea up into the Gobi Desert for more than 6,000 kilometres.
Be captivated by the magnitude of this 8th-century monument as we
wander along an unrestored and rarely visited stretch of the Badaling
section, which is also the most complete section of the wall. We enjoy a
delicious private lunch and free-flowing
beverages overlooking the wall, prepared
exclusively for APT guests. After lunch we
return to the hotel for afternoon tea.
Following dinner, we may choose to attend
a fascinating Peking Opera Show at
Qianmen Liyuan Theatre, watch an
exhilarating Kung Fu Show at the Red
Theatre, or explore Silk Alley Market. The choice is ours.
OVERNIGHT: Regent Hotel, BEIJING

Day 5: Sunday 21st October, 2018
Beijing, Yichang

BLD

This morning we visit the World Heritagelisted Summer Palace, rebuilt for by
Emperor Guangxu for Empress Dowager
Cixi following the destruction of the Old
Summer Palace by French and British
troops in 1860. Here we will find a variety
of palaces, gardens and pavilions, as well
as man-made Kunming Lake. We have
time to explore the gardens then we board a traditionally styled boat for
a private cruise along the shores of the Summer Palace. We admire
the scenery then enjoy lunch before being transferred to the airport for
the evening flight to Yichang. On arrival, we are taken to the smallest,
most exclusive and luxurious ship cruising the Yangtze River, the
Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer. We settle into our suites and acquaint
ourselves with our new floating hotel for the next four nights.

OVERNIGHT: Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer Cruise Ship

Day 6: Monday 22nd October, 2018
Xiling Gorge, Three Gorges Dam

BLD

Today we cruise along the Yangtze River through
China’s most picturesque area, the spectacular
Three Gorges Region.
Pass through the longest of
the Three Gorges, Xiling
Gorge, cruising through
Yellow Ox Gorge and

under Huangling Temple, built around
770 BC - 476 BC and set amid groves of
orange and pomelo trees. Later this
afternoon, we arrive at the Three Gorges
Dam and take a tour of the world’s largest
engineering project. After the Captain’s
Welcome Reception this evening, we enjoy
a special Welcome Dinner.
OVERNIGHT: Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer Cruise Ship

Day 7: Tuesday 23rd October, 2018
Shennong Stream, Wu Gorge, Qutang Gorge

BLD

We disembark our ship at Badong and
transfer by ferry to a traditional Chinese
Sampan (longboat). As we cruise on this
longboat, poled
by a local Tujia
boatman, we’re
able to absorb
the serenity of
the river and
take in the rich
surrounding
forest
and
towering
rock
formations. After
lunch back on board, we continue to the
tranquil and spectacular Wu Gorge. Noted
for its sheer peaks and towering cliff faces, the gorge is surrounded by
the Wu Mountains and is the second of the
Three Gorges system. Later, our ship will
graciously glide between the majestic Chijia
Mountain and Baiyan Mountain to enter
Qutang Gorge, the shortest, narrowest and
most dramatic of the Three Gorges. Also
considered the most beautiful, the two peaks
of Qutang Gorge rise up alongside the
Yangtze River some 1,300 metres. As we

cruise past the south bank, look out for the
ancient inscriptions that are engraved into the
white chalk cliff faces. In the afternoon, there
is the opportunity to attend a fun hands-on arts
and crafts demonstration on board. This
evening, we indulge in a delicious dinner with
our fellow guests and APT Tour Director.
OVERNIGHT: Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer Cruise Ship

Day 8: Wednesday 24th October, 2018
Fengdu or Relocation Tour

BLD

We rise early to participate in a Tai Chi class atop
the ship’s Observation Deck for a relaxing start to
our day. Following breakfast, we disembark for a
tour of Fengdu, a graceful little ‘Ghost City’ that
lies in the foothills of the mountains by the river.
Fengdu is noted
for its bustling
markets and the many Buddha and Tao
Temples gathered on Ming Mountain.
Alternatively, we may choose to take a
‘Relocation Tour’, which will give us
an insight into the impact of the Three
Gorges Dam project on local farming
communities and the surrounding area.
In the afternoon, choose from a range
of activities. Perhaps attend a Chinese
brush
painting
and
calligraphy
demonstration, learn how to play the ancient
game of Mahjong, learn a few words of
Mandarin, or participate in a dumpling
making session run by the ship’s talented
chef. In the evening, we enjoy the
Emperor’s Farewell Dinner, a spectacular
Chinese banquet feast. The choice is ours.
OVERNIGHT: Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer Cruise Ship

Day 9: Thursday 25th October, 2018
Chongqing, Xi’an

BLD

We disembark our ship for the final time
in Chongqing this morning. A strategic
port since ancient times, Chongqing
was established in the 11th century and
has a dramatic history, having played a
key role in World War II due to its
mountainous landscape. We head to
the Chongqing Zoo, where more than
200 varieties of wild and rare animals are on display, including the
protected Giant Pandas. This beautiful creature is fast replacing the
dragon as China’s emblem and has been kept in zoos since the early
Han Dynasty - over 2,000 years ago. Later, we visit a local restaurant
for lunch before transferring to the airport for our flight to Xi’an.
OVERNIGHT: Shangri-La Hotel, Xi’an

Day 10: Friday 26th October, 2018
Xi’an, Terracotta Army

BLD

Today we will discover the attractions of
Xi’an, one of the oldest cities in China. The
city was one of China’s Four Great Capitals
and is the eastern point of the famous Silk
Road. We visit the ancient city wall, one of
the largest military defensive systems in the
world, constructed in the 14th century during the early Ming Dynasty.
Afterwards, we travel to a Clay Factory where impressive terracotta
soldiers are still made today. We spend the afternoon at the Museum of
Qin Terracotta Warriors and Horses and the Qin Shi Huang

Mausoleum. This evening, we enjoy a
Tang Dynasty Cultural Performance and
feast on a local dumpling dinner.
Alternatively, we may like to embark on a
tour of the Muslim Quarter, famous for its
cultural atmosphere, filled with buildings
from the Ming and Qing dynasties.
Following our tour of this lively district, we
enjoy dinner at a local restaurant. The choice is ours.
OVERNIGHT: Shangri-La Hotel, Xi’an

Day 11: Saturday 27th October, 2018
Xi’an, Shanghai

BLD

We transfer to the airport and fly to
Shanghai. On arrival, we ride the highspeed Maglev Train and watch the
onboard speedometer race towards an
exhilarating 300 kilometres per hour. We
check-in to our hotel overlooking the
Huangpu River. Beyond the crisp cool
veneer, Shanghai's architectural heritage is
like nowhere else. From Jesuit cathedrals, Jewish synagogues and
Buddhist temples to home-grown lòngtáng laneways and shíkùmén
housing, lift the lid to a treasure chest of architectural style with time at
leisure. In the evening, we can choose a delicious meal of Chinese
cuisine at the Dragon Phoenix
Restaurant. Or alternatively, you may
wish to head to Lost Heaven, one of
Shanghai's most awarded restaurants
that specialises in the tribal cuisine of
Yunnan province, or for a western
influenced seafood experience, Amanda
Restaurant, has a menu that is sure to
inspire and delight. The choice is ours.
OVERNIGHT: Fairmont Peace Hotel, Shanghai

Day 12: Sunday 28th October, 2018
Shanghai

BL

This morning, we are joined by a local guide for
an orientation tour through downtown Shanghai.
We stop at the Oriental Pearl Tower and take
an elevator to the viewing
deck, where we will
delight in panoramic
views of the city. Standing
at 468 metres high, it is
one of the city’s tallest
buildings and is brightly lit
in different LED
sequences
at
night. After lunch
we
visit
an
authentic
Local
Silk Factory for an insight into the history
of Chinese silk manufacturing. This
evening, after dinner at our leisure, we
enjoy premium seating at a thrilling
Acrobatic Show.
OVERNIGHT: Fairmont Peace Hotel, Shanghai

Day 13: Monday 29th October, 2018
Shanghai

BLD

We have a choice of activity this morning.
Perhaps cruise the Huangpu River
through the heart of the city, then explore
Yu Garden and enjoy a traditional
Chinese Tea Ceremony. Regarded as
one of the most lavish gardens in China,
Yu Garden was built over a period of 20
years by Pan Yunduan who wanted to
impress his father, a high-ranking official in the Ming Dynasty. Following
our tour, we sit down to a dim sum lunch. Alternatively, you may prefer
to take part in a hands-on Cooking Class, during which you will learn

how to make Shanghai dumplings. Your
final option is a full day excursion to
Jinxi, an ancient water town. Although
only an hour from bustling Shanghai,
Jinxi is worlds away in pace and serenity.
Wandering through the covered corridors
along the Jinxi River, you’ll discover
ancient bridges arching over the town’s
many water alleys. You enjoy lunch at a local restaurant and time at
leisure before returning to the city. This evening, we savour a special
Farewell Dinner.
OVERNIGHT: Fairmont Peace Hotel, Shanghai

Day 14: Tuesday 30th October, 2018
Depart Shanghai

B

After breakfast this morning, our incredible
journey through China draws to a conclusion.
We have a free day to do any last minute
shopping or just relax and soak the Shanghai
atmosphere. Later in the afternoon we are
transferred to the airport for our onward flight
home this evening.
OVERNIGHT: In-flight

Day 15: Wednesday 31st October, 2018
Heading Home
Our overnight flight will arrive back on home soil around lunchtime,
where we will complete our Customs and Immigration requirements. We
will be met at the airport by our chauffeurs who will take us safely home
with wonderful memories of our time abroad.
We trust you arrive home safely with memories of a
fascinating and rewarding tour.

We thank you for travelling with O’Shannessy’s Tours
and look forward to your patronage again in the future!

Best of China Map

DISCLAIMER:
O’Shannessy’s:
 Advises the airline reserves the right to amend their schedule and airfares without notice
 Advises price is effective for the dates specified but may be

subject to change without

notice
 Advises passengers require a current Passport to travel to China with minimum validity of 6

months after return
 Advises non-Australian Passport holders to check re-entry Visa requirements
 Advises a Visa is required to travel to China.
 Reserves the right to vary the itinerary in any way at any time deemed necessary
 Accepts no responsibility for damage or loss of personal belongings and suggests that

suitable Insurance be effected for protection of the same
 Accepts no responsibility or liability for delays, accidents, injury, irregularity or damage

caused by other transport/touring companies used as part of this tour
 Reserves the right to change accommodation at any time without notice

For details of other tours available
Phone toll free on 1800 354 352

CONDITIONS OF TRAVEL
Any special passenger requirements must be notified to O’Shannessy’s Tours at the time of booking. No
passenger will be permitted to embark or continue on the tour while their mental or physical condition is, in the
opinion of any representative of O’Shannessy’s Tours, such as to render them incapable of caring for
themselves, or whereby they become objectionable to other passengers, or they become a hazard to
themselves or other passengers. O’Shannessy’s Tours will not be responsible for expenses resulting in such
persons being precluded from completing the tour for any such reason.
It is also a requirement of O’Shannessy’s Tours that each passenger is able to negotiate coach steps without
the aid of the coach crew or other passengers.
Any passenger who requires assistance for any of the above is required to travel with a companion capable of
providing all necessary assistance.
If you are willing to twin share but are a smoker or have a CPAP machine or snore, you will need to pay a
single supplement for a sole use room.

