6 DAY FULLY INCLUSIVE TOUR
16th October - 21st October, 2020

FRIDAY 16TH OCTOBER TO WEDNESDAY 21ST OCTOBER, 2020
Welcome to Victoria’s Western District. This historic area offers the opportunity to
experience the bygone days of the goldrush, which made Victoria the wealthiest state
in the nation. Regional cities like Ballarat and Bendigo boast a wealth of historic
architecture. See some magnificent grand homesteads and gardens with serpentine
paths, sweeping lawns and picturesque formal and informal elements.

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS


Bendigo



Imperial Egg Gallery



Fortuna Villa



Eurambeen Historic Homestead & Gardens



Creswick



Hamilton Regional Gallery



Ballarat



Dunkeld



Lambley Nursery Gardens



Narrapumelap



Craig’s Royal Hotel - High Tea



Geelong Regional Gallery



Ballarat Botanic Gardens



Torquay



St Erth at Blackwood



The Hive Gallery



Beaufort



Jack Rabbit Vineyard

MULTIPLE NIGHT STAYS


2 nights in Creswick



2 nights in Hamilton

NEW
NEW TOUR

COACH

As a thank you for travelling with O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours, you will automatically
receive a saving on the total tour price for your second and subsequent tours.
O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours will match single travellers who wish to twin share with
another single traveller of the same gender. However, if this is not possible, you shall be
provided with single accommodation at the twin share fare (no additional cost).

TOUR INCLUSIONS
Complimentary chauffeur driven transfers. Pick up from and return to your home
from Greater Melbourne, Bendigo, Torquay, Ballarat, Geelong, the Bellarine and
Mornington Peninsulas, selected areas of Gippsland and Phillip Island.
 O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours Touring Coach. Travel by O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours
Luxury Touring Coach. Features include comfortable reclining seats with ample leg
room, arm and foot rests, seat belts, large panoramic windows with blinds,
overhead parcel shelf, onboard rest room, Road Cam TV Screens which display the
view ahead in real time, a kneeling (coach lowering) device, a second door for ease
of entry and disembarkation and full air suspension for a smooth and quiet ride.
 Tour Director. Dedicated O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours coach crew (tour directors) on
board to ensure your travel experience is memorable.
 Best Available Quality Accommodation. Ensuite motel accommodation each night.
 Attractions. All tours and interest venues as per itinerary.
 All Meals. Full cooked breakfasts, morning tea, lunches and two course restaurant
dinners daily.


TOUR COSTS
Twin Share Room:
Twin Share Repeat Traveller 2 - 10 Tours:
Twin Share Repeat Traveller 11 - 20 Tours:
Twin Share Repeat Traveller 21+ Tours:
Single Room Supplement:

$2,695 per person
$2,670 per person
$2,645 per person
$2,620 per person
$ 395 per person

DAY 1

Friday 16th October, 2020
MELBOURNE TO CRESWICK

Welcome aboard our delightful Gardens and Grandeur tour! We’ll be collected from
home and taken to meet our O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours coach and crew, then we’re
off direct to Bendigo for lunch at the Bendigo Club. After lunch, we discover and explore
the history of Fortuna Villa. In 1871, the Villa and the associated ‘180 Mine’ on the
New Chum Reef was bought by George Lansell who had become successful in his gold
mining interests and investments. With his continuing success in deep mining,
Lansell undertook major extensions to his home. Stained glass, elaborate ceilings,
grand cedar and blackwood staircase, solid marble baths, extensive acid-etched
glasswork (conservatory) are some of the architectural features that contribute to the
outstanding ‘feel’ of the structure. The Fortuna grounds cover some 7.57 ha. and feature
an ornamental lake, garden, a ‘Roman-Bath’ and the ‘Pompeii Fountain’. We have plenty
of time here to enjoy our guided tour and afternoon tea before continuing to Creswick,
where we stop for 2 nights.
OVERNIGHT: RACV Goldfields Resort, CRESWICK

“... the High Tea was just magnificent,
so glad the owners could save
and restore the villa…”

Fred, Bendigo

DAY 2

Saturday 17th October, 2020

BALLARAT
We are heading to Ballarat today, it’s Victoria's largest inland city with leafy boulevards
lined with heritage buildings. First stop is Lambley Nursery and Gardens where we
spend the rest of the morning. Lunch today is at the legendary Australian gold-rush era
hotel of Craig’s Royal Hotel. Opened in 1853, it was host to poets, princes and prime
ministers over its 150 year history. It therefore seems very fitting for us to indulge in a
wonderful High Tea of exotic teas accompanied by classic finger sandwiches, savouries,
scones so light they may float away and the most luscious petit fours! Next stop is the
Ballarat Botanic Gardens with the chance to wander through the Robert Clarke
Conservatory. Our final visit is at the Diggers Club Garden – St Erth at Blackwood – a
cool climate garden showcasing spectacular plants, bulbs and trees. Once again we will
enjoy a guided tour before we return to Creswick with time to freshen up before dinner.
OVERNIGHT: RACV Goldfields Resort, CRESWICK

DAY 3

Sunday 18th October, 2020
GRAMPIANS WILDFLOWER

This morning we head to Beaufort, a delightful small town of interesting historic
buildings. It’s here we visit the Imperial Egg Gallery for morning tea and a guided tour of
the gallery. It is arguably one of the biggest egg collections of its kind and we are blown
away by the magic and skill shown from this unique art medium. Next is the
Eurambeen Historic Homestead and Gardens. Our guides will lead us through the
picturesque gardens discovering its significance as a historic landmark of Victoria’s rural
heritage. Within the gardens stands Francis Beggs’ blue stone homestead, we wander
through Mrs Beggs’ historic apartment before deciding that the setting is so delightful
that we have extended our stay to include lunch. We then continue towards the
spectacular Grampians where over 1,000 species of flora bloom. We visit Halls Gap and
drive south through the Grampians in wildflower season before arriving in Hamilton,
home for the next 2 nights.

OVERNIGHT: Grange Burn Motel, HAMILTON

DAY 4

Monday 19th October, 2020
HAMILTON ART GALLERY AND GARDENS

Hamilton Regional Gallery has a rare collection of Paul Sandby English landscape
drawings from a private collection that was assembled during the artist’s lifetime. Visit
the Hamilton Botanic Gardens originally designed by William Guilfoyle and housing an
outstanding Abutilon collection. We are then off to Dunkeld at the foot of the
Grampians for lunch at the famous Royal Mail Hotel. This is an award winning hotel set
in extensive gardens and overlooking the Southern Grampian Ranges.
OVERNIGHT: Grange Burn Motel, HAMILTON

DAY 5

Tuesday 20th October, 2020

GEELONG AND TORQUAY
This morning we head to a little village called Wickliffe, where our lunch stop is at
Narrapumelap - an impressive French Gothic Mansion. Its original owner, John Dixon
Wyselaskie (1818-1883) was a successful pastoralist and a philanthropist. We will enjoy
a tour here and a light lunch. From here we continue on to the Geelong Regional
Gallery with a wonderful collection of early colonial artworks including von Guerard’s
early Western District paintings. We then make the short trip to Torquay for our last
night on tour.
OVERNIGHT: Peppers Sands Resort, TORQUAY

DAY 6

Wednesday 21st October, 2020
BELLARINE PENINSULA TO MELBOURNE

First stop today is The Hive Gallery to see the home of Victorian garden sculptor,
Wil Wilson. Hear how he creates the amazing bronze pieces that he takes to the Chelsea
Flower Show every year, and see works by other local artists. We then enjoy a farewell
lunch at Jack Rabbit Vineyard before returning home where our chauffeurs will be
waiting to take us to our very door.

PAYMENT AND CANCELLATION POLICY
Payment of funds confirms your acceptance of O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours conditions
of travel for this tour. Prices include GST and all taxes.
Balance due on invoice approximately 30 days prior to departure.
Deposit is fully refundable until 31 days prior to departure date.
Cancellation 30 to 8 days before tour departure date
Cancellation within 7 days of tour departure date
On or after tour date departure

20% Refund of Tour Cost
No Refund
No Refund

Travel Insurance is not compulsory, however is highly recommended and available
from our office. Contact us on 1800 354 352 to arrange a quote for you.

CONDITIONS OF TRAVEL

















Any special passenger requirements must be notified to O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours upon booking.
No passenger will be permitted to embark on or continue the tour while their physical or mental condition
is, in the opinion of any representative of O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours, such as to render them incapable
of caring for themselves, or whereby they become objectionable to other passengers, or they become a
hazard to themselves or other passengers. Whilst on tour with O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours should a
passenger require medical attention, discharge papers must be provided to a representative of
O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours before you are able to re-join the tour.
O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours will not be responsible for expenses resulting in such persons being
precluded from completing the tour for any such reason. No refunds or transfers will be given on any
unused portions of the itinerary.
It is a requirement of O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours that each passenger is able to negotiate coach steps
without the aid of the coach crew or other passengers.
Any passenger who requires assistance for any of the above is required to travel with a companion
capable of providing all necessary assistance.
Passengers who are smokers, have a CPAP machine or snore, unless travelling with a companion, will be
required to pay the single supplement premium for the sole use of a room.
Items of a personal nature such as medical expenses, mini bar, beverages, laundry service, room service,
internet usage, telephone calls, and any optional extras are not included in your tour price.
All passengers are required to co-operate with the seat rotation program determined by O’Shannessy’s
Quality Tours tour directors.
O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours reserves the right to vary any accommodation, price or other features of the
tour at any time at their own discretion.

High Country Spring Tour - October 2020
Murray Explorer Cruise - October 2020
Kangaroo Island and the Coorong - October 2020
Travelling with like minded, mature aged travellers means you'll experience a casual and
relaxed atmosphere, where fellow travellers become new found friends.

Be sure to visit our website www.oshannessys.com.au where you’ll be able to stay up
to date with information, tour inspiration or simply enjoy sharing your travel
experiences with us. You can also subscribe to our eNewsletter so you’ll be the first to
find out about our additional tours that pop up throughout the year.
You can find us on Facebook and excitingly now on Instagram as well.
We would love to see your tour pictures exploring Australia or travelling the world with
O'Shannessy's Quality Tours and tag us in your travels.
# OShannessys #FriendsToTravelWith

Toll Free: 1800 354 352
O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours
www.oshannessys.com.au

2121 Point Nepean Road, Rye Vic 3941

enquiries@oshannessys.com.au

