Highlights of Britain

History, Castles and a little bit of England, Wales and Scotland!

~ 18 Day Tour ~
4th to 21st August, 2018
“Friends to travel with....”
O’Shannessy’s Sorrento Travel Pty Ltd T/A:

2121 Point Nepean Road, Rye Vic 3941
www.oshannessys.com.au
Email: enquiries@oshannessys.com.au

Toll Free: 1800 354 352

Bookings are only confirmed with payment of deposit.
Price per person Twin Share
$ 11,370
Repeat clientele Twin Share
$ 11,170
SINGLE SUPPLEMENT
$ 3,050
Tour Departs: Saturday 4th August, 2018
Tour Returns: Tuesday 21st August, 2018
Non Refundable Deposit: $2,000 per person upon booking
Balance due on invoice approximately 90 days prior to departure
Single travellers who are prepared to twin share will be matched with
another passenger (of the same gender), HOWEVER, if this is not possible,
you will need to pay the Single Supplement.
Tour Price Includes:
 Pick up from and return to your home - Greater Melbourne, Bendigo, Ballarat, Geelong,
the Bellarine and Mornington Peninsulas, Phillip Island and some areas of Gippsland.
 SINGAPORE AIRLINES flights: including transfers and taxes
 Welcome Drink in London.
 Quality ensuite motel accommodation (most have showers over baths).
 Maximum participants on tour 24.
 Tour Escorted from Melbourne by O’Shannessy representative.
 Quality air-conditioned touring coach.
 Reserved Category 2 Seats for Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo.
 All gratuities for Driver/Guide, venues and porterage at accommodation whilst travelling
with the group.
 Free Wi-Fi on coaches and in hotel lobbies.
 All tours and interest venues as per itinerary. Headsets for walking tours.
 Deluxe carry-on backpack, ticket wallet, luggage tags and strap.
 Meals: 16 breakfasts and 11 dinners. (meals on flights)
(15 lunches & 5 Dinners at own expense as per itinerary)
Tour cost does not include:
 Items of a personal nature and any optional extras.
 Travel Insurance
 A valid national passport is needed for all holidays.
 Please check visa requirements with your local consulate; responsibility for obtaining visas
rests with the traveller, for non Australian passport holders.
 Tour does not include tips and gratuities to local guides.
The following cancellation fees apply for this tour:
Deposit is Non-refundable
90 to 60 days
BEFORE DEPARTURE
75% Refund of Tour Cost
59 to 46 days
BEFORE DEPARTURE
50% Refund of Tour Cost
45 days to
DEPARTURE OF TOUR
NO REFUND GIVEN
TRAVEL INSURANCE IS NOT COMPULSORY HOWEVER IS
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED AND IS AVAILABLE FROM OUR OFFICE.
O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours reserve the right to vary any accommodation,
or other features of the tour at any time at their own discretion.

Highlights:
Windsor Castle
Stonehenge, Salisbury
Tavistock - Dartmoor National Park
Bodmin Moor, Jamaica Inn
Lanhydrock House
Plymouth, Mayflower Steps
Cruise to Royal William Yard
Marazion - St Michaels Mount
St. Ives
Bath - Roman Baths & Pump Room
Cardiff Castle - Wales
Hay-on-Wye, Shrewsbury
North Wales - Sheep Dog herding demonstration
Conwy, Chester
Lakes District - Grasmere
Scotland - Gretna Green
Edinburgh Castle
The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo
Glamis Castle, St Andrews
Abbortsford House, Hadrians Wall
York Minster
Steam train ride on the
North Yorkshire Moors Railway

Castle Howard
Stratford-upon-Avon, Cotswolds
Tower of London
Free day in London

Day 1: Saturday 4th August, 2018
DEPART MELBOURNE (D)

Welcome to our Highlights of Britain Tour.
After our personal pickup from home we
make our way to Tullamarine Airport where
we meet our Tour Director. We board our flight via Singapore to
London. On arrival, we are transferred to our accommodation. We have
time to freshen up before a light dinner in the hotel. (meals in flight)
OVERNIGHT: MGallery Castle Hotel, WINDSOR

Day 2: Sunday 5th August, 2018
LONDON ARRIVAL & WINDSOR CASTLE (B,D)

After our long flight we have a more relaxing
start to the day. With this morning at leisure.
Our tour begins this afternoon as we gather at
our Windsor Hotel. Our first visit is to Windsor
Castle, residence of The Queen and the largest
inhabited castle in the world. Then we take a
brief walk around this compact and historic
town with a local guide. We then enjoy a
welcome drink with our group before dinner.
OVERNIGHT: MGallery Castle Hotel, WINDSOR

Day 3: Monday 6th August, 2018
STONEHENGE & SALISBURY (B,D)

Today we get to marvel at the prehistoric circle
of vast monoliths of Stonehenge and learn
about the primitive builders who managed to
create such an enduring monument. We stop
in Salisbury, a charming old city where the
cathedral boasts the tallest spire in England.
We then arrive in Tavistock, a market town on the edge of the
Dartmoor National Park our home for the next 3 nights.
OVERNIGHT: The Bedford Hotel, TAVISTOCK

Day 4: Tuesday 7th August, 2018
BODMIN MOOR & LANHYDROCK HOUSE (B)

Today we travel through Bodmin Moor, an
area of unspoiled natural beauty, stopping
for photos at Jamaica Inn, made famous by Daphne du Maurier's tale of
smugglers. We explore Lanhydrock House, a late-Victorian country
house with grand rooms and servants’ quarters. Back in Plymouth we
see the Mayflower Steps and cruise to Royal William Yard, former
Royal Navy buildings which now host restaurants ideal for independent
dining this evening.
OVERNIGHT: The Bedford Hotel, TAVISTOCK

Day 5: Wednesday 8th August, 2018
ST MICHAEL’S MOUNT & MINACK THEATRE (B,D)

Today we visit the coastal village of
Marazion to see the majestic outline of
St Michael’s Mount, an important
pilgrimage destination. In St. Ives we enjoy
a walking tour of the main sights and
admire the array of beautiful sandy
beaches surrounding the town. We enjoy
some free time before returning to our hotel in Tavistock.
OVERNIGHT: The Bedford Hotel, TAVISTOCK

Day 6: Thursday 9th August, 2018
ROMAN BATHS & CARDIFF CASTLE (B,D)

Explore Bath, popular with the Romans for its
natural hot springs 2,000 years ago. We tour the
wonderfully-preserved Roman Baths and Pump
Room, renowned for mineral-rich hot springs. We
then head to Cardiff for a sightseeing tour around
the city centre. We then tour Cardiff Castle before
sitting down for a Welsh banquet with dinner and
some lively entertainment.
OVERNIGHT: Radisson Blu Hotel, CARDIFF

Day 7: Friday 10th August, 2018
HAY-ON-WYE & SHREWSBURY (B,D)

We travel through the Brecon Beacons
National Park to Hay-on-Wye, a town famous
for books. Before continuing on to
Shrewsbury, a picturesque town near the
English/Welsh border. Here we take a walking tour with the town crier
to see black-and-white buildings that line the narrow streets. We then
travel through Cheshire to our hotel in Chester.
OVERNIGHT: DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel & Spa, CHESTER

Day 8: Saturday 11th August, 2018
NORTH WALES & CHESTER (B,D)

Today we drive across the Horseshoe
Pass for wonderful vistas. We visit a farm
to see trained dogs herding sheep and
travel to Conwy, a medieval town dominated by a huge castle. We also
enjoy a walking tour around the picturesque streets and see the
smallest house in Britain. In Chester another walking tour will reveal
medieval buildings and Roman walls.
OVERNIGHT: DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel & Spa, CHESTER

Day 9: Sunday 12th August, 2018
LAKE DISTRICT & SCOTTISH EVENING (B,D)

Today we travel through the glorious Lake
District, which inspired many of Beatrix
Potter’s children’s books. We stop in the
village of Grasmere, where Wordsworth lived
and is buried. We visit the Famous
Blacksmith’s Shop in Gretna Green, a
popular shopping venue for quality Scottish
goods. At our hotel, we can enjoy a drink with
our fellow travellers before a lively Scottish
Evening with dinner and entertainment.
OVERNIGHT: Norton House Hotel & Spa, EDINBURGH

Day 10: Monday 13th August, 2018
EDINBURGH CASTLE & CITY TOUR (B)

This morning we discover Edinburgh on a
sightseeing tour. See the wide streets and
elegant mansions of the 200-year-old Georgian
“New Town” and walk along part of the Royal
Mile, the oldest part of the city where some
houses
reach
11
stories tall. We tour
the
imposing
Edinburgh Castle to
see historic buildings,
the Stone of Scone and the Scottish Crown
Jewels. We also appreciate great panoramic
views over the city from the ramparts. This afternoon is free to explore
or to rest before our big night out tonight. We are in for a real treat this
evening as we enjoy - The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo at

Edinburgh Castle. One of the greatest shows on
earth! It showcases music, dance and precision
display against the stunning backdrop of Edinburgh
Castle. The stirring sound of the Massed Pipes and
Drums marching across the Castle drawbridge and
the haunting lament of the Lone Piper high on the
Castle Rock, will always be at the emotional heart of
the Tattoo. But audiences are also thrilled by dancers
and musicians from cultures around the world,
displays of precision drill and re-enactments of
historic pageants and modern military skills. The
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo is unique, a never-tobe-forgotten spectacle and experience.
OVERNIGHT: Norton House Hotel & Spa, EDINBURGH

Day 11: Tuesday 14th August, 2018
EXCURSION TO GLAMIS CASTLE & ST ANDREWS WALK (B,D)

Today we tour Glamis Castle, the legendary
setting of Shakespeare’s "Macbeth" and
childhood home of the Queen Mother. We
cross the modern Tay Bridge to the
medieval town of St Andrews, ”the home of
golf”, enjoying a panoramic tour and spend
some free time browsing on our own. Back
in Edinburgh, we head to a nearby pub for
dinner with our group.
OVERNIGHT: Norton House Hotel & Spa, EDINBURGH

Day 12: Wednesday 15th August, 2018
ABBOTSFORD HOUSE & YORK MINSTER (B,D)

We visit Abbotsford House, formerly the
home of historical novelist and poet, Sir
Walter Scott. We continue to Hadrian's
Wall, built in 122 AD to mark the northern
edge of the mighty Roman Empire. Upon
arrival in York, we visit York Minster, which
is famous for its stained glass windows. In
the evening we dine in a centuries-old pub
and then take a light-hearted ghost tour.
OVERNIGHT: York Marriott, YORK

Day 13: Thursday 16th August, 2018
HISTORIC TRAIN RIDE & CASTLE HOWARD (B,D)

Today we head to Pickering or Goathland
Station, which served as "Hogsmeade"
station in the Harry Potter series and travel
on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway
by vintage locomotive. In Whitby, we take
a guided stroll around the picturesque

harbour, winding streets and quaint
buildings and tour the elaborate chambers
of Castle Howard. An imposing 18th
century mansion where “Brideshead
Revisited” was filmed.
OVERNIGHT: York Marriott, YORK

Day 14: Friday 17th August, 2018
SHAKESPEARE’S BIRTHPLACE & LONDON (B)

Today we travel to Stratford-upon-Avon
and Shakespeare’s Birthplace. Discovering
the world that shaped the man as we look
through an exhibition about his life and work.
We then drive through the scenic
Cotswolds
region, renowned for
picturesque villages built of honey-coloured
stone with charming gardens before arriving
in London where the evening is at leisure.
OVERNIGHT: DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Victoria, LONDON

Day 15: Saturday 18th August, 2018
TOWER OF LONDON & CITY SIGHTSEEING (B)

We take a panoramic London Tour to see
some of the famous landmarks including
Piccadilly Circus, Nelson’s Column in
Trafalgar Square, Westminster Abbey, Big
Ben and the Houses
of Parliament. We visit
the mighty Tower of
London to see the many fortresses, Beefeaters in
their elaborate uniforms and the dazzling Crown
Jewels. The afternoon and evening are free for
independent activities and dining.
OVERNIGHT: DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Victoria, LONDON

Day 16: Sunday 19th August, 2018
FREE DAY IN LONDON

(B)

Today is at your leisure. If you have family
or friends in London you may like to arrange
to catch up with them, or you may wish to
do some more sightseeing. There is an open
top hop on hop off bus that takes in the
famous landmarks on a number of different
bus routes. Perhaps you might like to cruise
the River Thames or partake in a Walking
Tour. Please ask your local Tour Director to
assist with these arrangements.
OVERNIGHT: DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Victoria, LONDON

Day 17: Monday 20th August, 2018
TOUR ENDS IN LONDON (B)

After breakfast we farewell our local guide and then transfer to the
airport where we board our flight to home. (Meals in flight)
OVERNIGHT: In flight

Day 18: Tuesday 21st August, 2018
ARRIVE HOME

We arrive back on home soil at Tullamarine International Airport this
afternoon, where we will complete our Customs and Immigration
requirements. We will be met at the airport by our chauffeurs who will
take us safely home with wonderful memories of our trip away to Britain.
We trust you arrive home safely with memories of a
fascinating and rewarding tour.
We thank you for travelling with O’Shannessy’s Tours
and look forward to your patronage again in the future!
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DISCLAIMER:
O’Shannessy’s:
 Advises the airline reserves the right to amend their schedule and airfares without notice
 Advises price is effective for the dates specified but may be

subject to change without

notice
 Advises passengers require a current Passport to travel to United Kingdom, Singapore with

minimum validity of 6 months after return
 Advises non-Australian Passport holders to check re-entry Visa requirements
 Reserves the right to vary the itinerary in any way at any time deemed necessary
 Accepts no responsibility for damage or loss of personal belongings and suggests that

suitable Insurance be effected for protection of the same
 Accepts no responsibility or liability for delays, accidents, injury, irregularity or damage

caused by other transport/touring companies used as part of this tour
 Reserves the right to change accommodation at any time without notice

For details of other tours available
Phone toll free on 1800 354 352
CONDITIONS OF TRAVEL
Any special passenger requirements must be notified to O’Shannessy’s Tours at the time of booking. No
passenger will be permitted to embark or continue on the tour while their mental or physical condition is, in the
opinion of any representative of O’Shannessy’s Tours, such as to render them incapable of caring for
themselves, or whereby they become objectionable to other passengers, or they become a hazard to
themselves or other passengers. O’Shannessy’s Tours will not be responsible for expenses resulting in such
persons being precluded from completing the tour for any such reason.
It is also a requirement of O’Shannessy’s Tours that each passenger is able to negotiate coach steps without
the aid of the coach crew or other passengers.
Any passenger who requires assistance for any of the above is required to travel with a companion capable of
providing all necessary assistance.
If you are willing to twin share but are a smoker or have a CPAP machine or snore, you will need to pay a
single supplement for a sole use room.

