
 

5 DAY FULLY INCLUSIVE TOUR 

13th March - 17th March, 2020 



TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 

 Warragul 
 Lakes Entrance 
 Nyerimilang Heritage Park 
 Opera by the Lakes 
 Historic Marlo Hotel 
 Cape Conran 

 

 

 
FRIDAY 13TH MARCH TO TUESDAY 17TH MARCH, 2020 

 
The ethos of Gippsland Opera is to encourage our young classical singers by providing 

stage experience and networks where they may continue to explore opportunities. 
What a great way to celebrate our young artists and share in their music at  

Opera by the Lakes. 

Opera by the Lakes at this stunning venue with magnificent views over the beautiful 
East Gippsland Lakes, is now in its 8th year.  

It is an outstanding event and patrons flock to it each and every year.   

As a thank you for travelling with O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours, you will automatically 
receive a saving on the total tour price for your second and subsequent tours. 
 
O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours will match single travellers who wish to twin share with 
another single traveller of the same gender. However, if this is not possible, you shall be 
provided with single accommodation at the twin share fare (no additional cost). 

COACHBOAT

CRUISES 

 Gippsland Lakes Cruise 
 

MULTIPLE NIGHT STAYS 

 4 nights in Lakes Entrance 

 

 Orbost Exhibition Centre 
 Traralgon 
 Loy Yang Power Station 
 Morwell 
 Strzelecki Ranges 
 Prom Country Cheese 

STAY PUT



TOUR INCLUSIONS 

 Complimentary chauffeur driven transfers. Pick up from and return to your home 
from Greater Melbourne, Bendigo, Torquay, Ballarat, Geelong, the Bellarine and 
Mornington Peninsulas, selected areas of Gippsland and Phillip Island.  

 O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours Touring Coach. Travel by O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours 
Luxury Touring Coach. Features include comfortable reclining seats with ample leg 
room, arm and foot rests, seat belts, large panoramic windows with blinds, 
overhead parcel shelf, onboard rest room, Road Cam TV Screens which display the 
view ahead in real time, a kneeling (coach lowering) device, a second door for ease 
of entry and disembarkation and full air suspension for a smooth and quiet ride. 

 Tour Director. Dedicated O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours coach crew (tour directors) on 
board to ensure your travel experience is memorable. 

 Best Available Quality Accommodation. Ensuite motel accommodation each night.  
 Attractions. All tours and interest venues as per itinerary. 
 All Meals. Full cooked breakfasts, morning teas, lunches and two course restaurant 

dinners daily. 

TOUR COSTS 

Twin Share Room:                      $2,010 per person  

Twin Share Repeat Traveller 2 - 10 Tours:       $1,985 per person 

Twin Share Repeat Traveller 11 - 20 Tours:      $1,960 per person 

Twin Share Repeat Traveller 21+ Tours:       $1,935 per person 

Single Room Supplement:                    $    255 per person  
 



MELBOURNE TO LAKES ENTRANCE 

Welcome to our fabulous Opera by the Lakes tour. It’s a gentle start this morning as we 
travel east along the Princes Highway to Warragul for lunch at the Warragul Country 
Club. We’ll enjoy our lovely meal overlooking the golf course before setting off towards 
our destination of Lakes Entrance where we can settle in to our accommodation - home 
for the next four nights.  

OVERNIGHT:  Belleview on the Lakes, LAKES ENTRANCE 

 

  DAY 1                                  Friday 13th March, 2020 

EXPLORING OUR SURROUNDINGS 

After breakfast this morning we meet our local expert for a town tour. We then join a 
sensational cruise along one of Australia's great inland waterways. An informative 
commentary and plenty of undercover seating makes this cruise a highlight of our tour.   
Lunch will be waiting for us at the Metung Hotel right on the waterfront. We then take a 
relaxed cruise back to Lakes Entrance.   

OVERNIGHT:  Belleview on the Lakes, LAKES ENTRANCE 

 

  DAY 2                            Saturday 14th March, 2020 



OPERA BY THE LAKES 

We have the morning to ourselves to sleep in, take a stroll or catch up on a little retail 
therapy. Late morning we head to Nyerimilang Heritage Park for this year’s Opera by 
the Lakes now in its 8th year. We can enjoy our boxed lunch on the Don Giovanni picnic 
lawn and listen to the East Gippsland Symphonia playing between 12noon and 1.20pm. 
Seating will be provided with wine and afternoon tea available for purchase. 
Performances commence on the Mozart Performance Lawn at 1.30pm.    

What a day this year’s will be, with Australia’s most popular bass baritone, renowned for 
his roles in Opera and music theatre with Opera Australia Teddy Tahu Rhodes;  
Australian tenor Alexander Lewis, Colorturo Soprano Georgia Wilkinson and Soprano 
Madeleine Crombie who was Opera Scholar of Australia's winner for 2017. It is sure to 
be a memorable days entertainment for all. 

The performance will conclude at approximately 4.30pm - so we will arrive back at the 
motel with time to freshen up before dinner.   

OVERNIGHT:  Belleview on the Lakes, LAKES ENTRANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TEDDY TAHU RHODES 

The International bass Baritone Teddy Tahu Rhodes has starred in many productions for 
Opera Australia, including Carmen’s Don Giovanni. He has also starred in music theatre, 
such as The King and I, South Pacific, Sweeney Todd and A Streetcar Named Desire.  
He will thrill you with his considerable vocal power when performing Opera or music 
theatre, and his ability to convey the passion of love songs or the sheer joy of folk Songs. 
Teddy has a deep understanding of how to convey the meaning of the various genres to 
the listener - He literally holds you in the palm of his hand with the rich timbre of that 
beautiful voice. 

 

  DAY 3                                   Sunday 15th March, 2020 



ALEXANDER LEWIS  

Alexander Lewis is an English-Australian opera singer and musical theatre actor who has 
performed in Australia, the UK, the US and Germany.  Lewis spent the early years of his 
life in Hampstead, London, initially observing his opera-singer parents before eventually  
joining the St Albans Catholic Choir at the age of seven.  After the family moved back to 
Australia – Lewis went on to study at the Western Australian Academy of Performing 
Arts, where he was awarded the Lesley Anderson Fellowship as most outstanding  
student of the year. Lewis is the winner of numerous awards including the Opera  
Foundation Australia New York Study Award in 2006, the Australian National Aria 
Competition in 2009, and the Sir Robert Askin Fellowship in 2010. With worldwide 
operatic engagements and acclaimed performances in musical theatre, Australian tenor 
Alexander Lewis is forging a unique career as a “cross-over” artist.  

 
GEORGIA WILKINSON  

With over 14 years of performance experience, Georgia Wilkinson is making a name for 
herself as one of Australia’s most versatile young sopranos. Since beginning her classical 
voice training at the Victorian College of the Arts Secondary School and then going on to 
graduate from the University of Melbourne’s Conservatorium of Music with a Bachelor of 
Music. She has also studied abroad. She has received various awards, including “Opera 
Scholar of the Year” and most recently was the winner of the 2019 Herald Sun Aria 
award, Australia’s richest singing prize for emerging classical singers. She has performed 
alongside some of Australia’s most celebrated and illustrious artists and starred in many 
operas and musical theatre roles. 

 
MADELEINE CROMBIE 

Soprano Madeleine Crombie who was “Opera Scholar of the Year” winner for 2017, a 
well deserved award for a singer who brings to the stage her heart and soul and love of 
music. Madelene has been with Opera by The Lakes since its inception eight years ago 
and actually has family in Metung. Madeleine has sung with various opera companies 
including Vic Opera. A delight to work with, and popular with our audiences. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Albans_Cathedral_Choir


HOMEWARD BOUND 

We farewell our hosts and head for home. We still have a lovely day in store as we 
follow the Princess Highway through Sale to Traralgon. At South Traralgon there is a 
fantastic lookout called “Miners View.” Loy Yang Power Station is Victoria’s biggest 
power station complex and produces a combined total power output of over 3,000 
megawatts of electricity, which is in excess of 40% of the entire State’s base load power 
supply. From the lookout we get a stunning view over the huge, 700 hectare, 180 metre 
deep open cut coal mine with the gigantic bucket wheel excavators digging coal for the 
power station. A short drive takes us to Morwell for lunch. We then enjoy a delightful 
scenic drive across the Strzelecki Ranges to Prom Country Cheese owned and run by 
the Brandon family from their fertile farm in the beautiful hills of South Gippsland. Their 
focus is on producing sheep milk for cheese making in the small cheese rooms in the 
paddock above the dairy. They are involved in the entire process from growing the 
pastures, to breeding and milking and handcrafting the cheese. We have a chance to 
taste their produce and hear their story before arriving home this afternoon after a 
great tour.  

EXPLORING THE REGION 

After our day at the Opera we have a leisurely start before we are off exploring again. 
We make our way to the coast to Marlo where we break for lunch at the Historic Marlo 
Hotel before continuing to Cape Conran. We can enjoy the great coastal views from the 
West Cape. Making our way back to Lakes Entrance, we stop at Orbost and the Orbost 
Exhibition Centre, located on the Snowy River and surrounded by beautiful Forest Park. 
The exhibition is all about timber including the National Collection of Wood Design 
which is on permanent display. Designed on several levels we have time to enjoy a retail 
showroom, a gallery for professional artists and a top level for views over the Forest 
Park.  

OVERNIGHT:  Belleview on the Lakes, LAKES ENTRANCE 

  DAY 4                             Monday 16th March, 2020 

  DAY 5                             Tuesday 17th March, 2020 



Toll Free: 1800 354 352 

www.oshannessys.com.au         2121 Point Nepean Road, Rye Vic 3941         enquiries@oshannessys.com.au 

O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours 

 Any special passenger requirements must be notified to O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours upon booking.  
 No passenger will be permitted to embark on or continue the tour while their physical or mental condition 

is, in the opinion of any representative of O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours, such as to render them incapable 
of caring for themselves, or whereby they become objectionable to other passengers, or they become a 
hazard to themselves or other passengers. Whilst on tour with O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours should a 
passenger require medical attention, discharge papers must be provided to a representative of 
O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours before you are able to re-join the tour. 

 O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours will not be responsible for expenses resulting in such persons being 
precluded from completing the tour for any such reason. No refunds or transfers will be given on any 
unused portions of the itinerary. 

 It is a requirement of O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours that each passenger is able to negotiate coach steps 
without the aid of the coach crew or other passengers.  

 Any passenger who requires assistance for any of the above is required to travel with a companion 
capable of providing all necessary assistance. 

 Passengers who are smokers, have a CPAP machine or snore, unless travelling with a companion, will be 
required to pay the single supplement premium for the sole use of a room. 

 Items of a personal nature such as medical expenses, mini bar, beverages, laundry service, room service, 
internet usage, telephone calls, and any optional extras are not included in your tour price. 

 All passengers are required to co-operate with the seat rotation program determined by O’Shannessy’s 
Quality Tours tour directors. 

 O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours reserves the right to vary any accommodation, price or other features of the 
tour at any time at their own discretion. 

Payment of funds confirms your acceptance of O’Shannessy’s Quality Tours conditions 
of travel for this tour. Prices include GST and all taxes.  
Balance due on invoice approximately 30 days prior to departure.  

Deposit is fully refundable until 31 days prior to departure date 

Cancellation 30 to 15 days before tour departure date 75% Refund of Tour Cost 

Cancellation 14 to 8 days before tour departure date  50% Refund of Tour Cost 

Cancellation 7 to 1 days before tour departure date  25% Refund of Tour Cost 

On or after tour date departure  No Refund 

Travel Insurance is not compulsory, however is highly recommended and available 
from our office. Contact us on 1800 354 352 to arrange a quote for you.  

  PAYMENT AND CANCELLATION POLICY 

  CONDITIONS OF TRAVEL 


